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BRITISH COLONIZATION AND IT°S IMPACT ON INDIAN SOCIETY:
A POST-COLONIAL STUDY OF R. K. NARAYAN’S NOVELS

DHAMMASHIL C. GAJBHIYE
Head and Asst. Professor
Department of English

Late N. P. W. Arts and Sci. College, Soundad
Dist- Gondia, Maharashtra

ABSTRACT:

R.K. Narayan is considered as one of the most accomplished Indian writers in
English. He wrote novels in colonial as well as postécolonial period. His early
novels deal with the effects of British colonization on various aspects of Indian
social life. The socio-cultural interaction between the Indians and the English
during British rule is responsible for the transformation of Indian society. It
resulted in erosion of native culture by rejecting various traditions and beliefs
in the colonized society. In his novels, Narayan realistically depicts the
destabilizing effects of colonization on centuries old cultural patterns of
Indian society. He presents the process of colonialist or western acculturation,
in which natives are forced to accept the norms, beliefs and cultural values of
colonial power. In fact, in his works, Narayan is able to deal with the major
issues related to the transformation of the Indian society during colonial era.
Al the same lime, he also registers the siress and bewilderment that
accompany the transformation.

Keywords: Colonization, Traditional, Cultural Alienation, Westernization, Exploitation.

The British colonial rule in India in nineteenth and twentieth century has made a powerful
impact on the Indian literature. It is significant to note that the rise of Indo-English novel
particularly in 1930s coincided with the turbulence of anti-colonial struggle in the country.
For M.K.Naik, “The Indian English novel of the period was deeply influenced by the epoch
making political, social and ideological ferment caused by Gandhian Movement.” (Naik 61)
R.K. Narayan presents such influence of Indian Nationalist Movement led by Mahatma
Gandhi in his fictions. He also shows the effect of British colonization on different spheres of
lives of Indian people. The present analysis is focused on the impact of the colonization on
Indian society as reflected in the novels of Narayan, For such analysis, his novels arc
scrutinized by using post-colonial theories.

The British colonial occupation has deep impact on India. It caused the economic
exploitation, psychological uprooting and cultural disruption in Indian society to a great
extent. The encounter with the values and life-style of the west accelerated the process of
enculturation in the colonial society. It was the English education system, western style
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+:But his denouncement of Hindv gods enrages Swami, who objects such proselytizing. Unable

professions and the overseas travel, which moulded' not only the life style, but also the
outlook and value system of Indians.- A large: number of Indians were also exposed to the
western culture indirectly, ‘as the British government started the process of industrialization,
commercialism and urbanization and brought land, legal,.economic and political reforms 1n
India. These developments resulted in the erosion of-indigenous culture by rejecting various
native traditions and beliefs and setting up new riorms of conduct.

The socio-cultural interactions that the British colonial rule created in India, were
accountable for the cultural alienation of peaple of younger generations. The Indian youth,
who were attending English schools, were often compelled to face the sharp differences
between the value systems - those upheld in the schools.and those prevailed in the homes. ";
During the course of their day to day life, ‘they ‘had to be' dealt with many Cross cultural ;
experiences. It resulted in their alienation from their-own culture. In The English Teacher i
(ET), Narayan describes Krishnan as a typical westernized Indian youth, who is troubled by
such socio-cultural alienation. He is shown as sympathetic towards the nationalist cause and
therefore he' is critical of British - colonial ‘rule and culiure. His reaction to his college
principal’s complaint -about degrading standard of English -~exhibits his nationalistic bent.
According to him, Mr. Brown (the principal) is concerned about the deteriorating standards
of English among the Indian students, but he has never tried to learn any of the two hundred
Indian languages. Here he clearly indicates that the British colonizers wish to rule India, but
they don’t wish to make efforts to understand the culture of India.

Krishnan denounces the English education as.a process of humiliating acculturation. For him,
this education system is transforming Indians into foreigners in their own country. It is
making Indians strangers to their “own cuture and camp followers of another culture.” ,
(Narayan, “ET” 270) Krishnan’s nationalistic bent is one of the basic reasons " for his {
dissatisfaction with his career as an Engiish teacher in Albert Mission College. ln his ;
resignation letter to Mr. Brown, he writes, “1 am up against the system, the whole method and
approach of a system of education that makes us morons, but efficient clerks for all your
(British empire’s) business and administrative offices.” (Narayan, “ET™ 270) At the end, he
Jeaves his job in Albert Mission College and prefers to work in an unorthodox Montesson
type school with the headmaster : :

Besides this, another important purpose of the English education system in colonial period
was to promote religious conve:sions of Hindu pupils into Christianity. In many missionary
school and colleges, the Bible was “openly taught as an authoritative exposition of religion.”
(Viswanathan 52) These school and colleges were officially committed to spread the
teachings of Jesus Christ and so they were trying to convey the moral superiority of
Christianity among the non-Ckristian studénts. The Albert Mission School in Swami arnd
Friends (SF), shows such commitment toswards Christianity. In the school, teachers like \
Ebenezer are involved in proselytizing of the non-Christian students. Ebenezer ridicules ﬁ
Hindu gods as “‘dirty, lifeless, wooden idols and stone images.” (Narayan, “SF” 4) He makes l
- .comparison of these gods with Christ, who, as Ebenezer says, would redeem all the students |
in the class. ‘,

to hear such offensive remarks Swami ripostes, “If he did not, why was he crucified?....If he
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was a god, why did he cat flesh and fish and drink wine?” (Narayan, “gE” 4) It is Swami’s
strong Brahmin background, which makes him impossible to believe that a god could be non-
vegetarian. This episode in the novel clearly indicates that in colonial period the missionary
§chools in India were committed to spread Christianity among the native students. They were
imposing their own religious beliefs and cultural values upon non-Christian students and

alienating them from the indigenous culture.

|

In fact, this education system was committed to develop pro-western attitude among the
native students. As the students were exposed to new cultural values, they came into contact
with certain areas of non-traditional experiences and knowledge. 1t resulted in developing
cultural heterogeneity in the colonized society. In Narayan’s world of Malgudi, such cultural
heterogeneity can be clearly seen through various characters. These characters represent the
blend of western as well as traditional values. Depending on their exposure to the western

culture, these characters are less or more westernized.

], U VIRV VIR VR P g

In Swami and Friends, Rajam is 2 typical representative of the more westernized class of
Indian society, who reflects the cultural heterogeneity to a great extent. He is not basically
from Malgudi, but comes from more westernized Madras. He speaks English, “exactly like a
European, which meant that few in the schoo! could make out what he said.” (Narayan, “SF”
14) His appearance is more westernized than others in the school. He is dressed like a
European “boy in the class, who wore socks and shoes, fur cap and tie, a wonderful coat and
knickers.” (Narayan, “SF” 14) His westernization 18 not restricted to the matters such as
language and attire. [n his attitude and beliefs, he is pro-westem and.varies from other Hindu
boys in. the class. Rajam declares his family's emancipation from Hindu superstitions and
ritualism, as he tells Swami, “In our house my father does not care for New Moon days and

there are no Annual Ceremonies for the dead.” (Narayan, “SF" 128)

strations in Malgudi, Rajam’s sympathies are with
the government. According to him, politics and.-strikes are dirty issues and one should try to

avoid them. In this way, Rajam and his family belong to that class of people as anticipated by

Minute on Education’ in 1835, *....... a class of persons, Indian in

Thomas Macaulay in his *
blood and colour, but English in tastes, in opinions, in morals and in intellect.” These

Anglicized natives were more privileged because of their knowledge of English, which made
them eligible for high rank positions in the Army, the Navy, the Air force and other
government offices. Their work kept them mostly in the metropolitan cities. Socially, it
established a gap between the metropolitan elites and the rest of the Indians.

When Swami joins the anti-colonial demon

QLU LU (9%

'

Furthermore, it is clearly observed that the English education system and the westemization
created socio-cultural problems revolving around the issues like relations between man and
woman, marriage, love etc. Many times (hese issues were responsible for developing socio-
cultural gulf between the younger and older generations, In The Bachelor of Arts (B4)
Narayan presents such socio-cultural gulf, which is fostered by westernization of the younge;
generations in India. In pre-independence era conservative Hindu society, it is well known
that the traditional Hindu ethics did not allow pre-marital love. Marriage was considered as
something, which was to be initiated and arranged by the elders of the family. Even the caslé
factor and horoscope matching play an important role -in traditional Hindu marriages.
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Contrary to this, in western culture, every individual is free to choose his own life partner. It
makes allowance for pre-marital romantic love,

In the fiction, Chandran’s views on love and marriage are influenced by western cultural
cc_)des. Like many English educated westernized Hindus, Chandran considers the western
views on love and marriage rational and human. As he falls in love with Malathi, he is
determined to marry the girl of his choice. For this, he is ready to transgress the marital
conventions in Hinduism. But his ‘decision to marry Malathi, shocks everyone in the
household. His defiantly modern attitude upsets, particularly, his mother, who like a
conservative Hindu considers that the marriage between Chandran and Malathi is
inconceivable, if it is not according to the traditional marriage customs in the society. Thus,
in the novel, Chandrans western views are responsible for the inter-generational conflicts in
the family. The fiction also presents socio-cultural alienation of the young westernized
Indian, who tries to revolt against the values and traditional ways of the orthodox society.

In addition to this, Narayan also draws attention of his readers to the huge economic
exploitation of the colonies like India by the European colonial powers during the colonial
cra. In Waiting for the Mahatma (WM), Narayan describes Mathieson, an imperial
businessman, who is basically from England. In India, he owes a large tea plantation estate
and a factory, which is his chief source of earning. In his plantation estate and factory, he has
employed “five thousand field laborers and two hundred factory hands and office workers.”
(Narayan, “WM” 114) The author shows that he is able to make lots of profit through his
business and maintains luxurious life style, “while millions of people here (in India) are

going without food or shelter?” (Narayan, “WM" 112)

Narayan reveals huge exploitation of the natural resources in India by the British government.
In the novel, Gorpad explains to Sriram, how the British government in India is creating

artificial famine in the region by diverting the natural resources of India for the purpose of the
Second World War, as he says.

See what the British have done to our country: this famine is their
maneuvering to keep us in enslavement. They are plundering the forests and
fields to keep their war machinery going, and the actual sufferer is this child.
Everyone is engaged in this war (The Second World War), the profiteer has
hoarded ail the grain beyond the reach of these growers. The war machines
buy it at any price. It’s too big a competitor for these poor folk. (Narayan,

“WM” 89)

In the above lincs, it is revealed that the British Empire plundered the forest and other natural
resources in India for the purpose of the war,

Furthermore, on one occasion, Narayan describes Sriram trying to protest against the cutting
of green unripe timber from Indian forest. Afler cutting, the timber is sent to Britain for
manufacturing various things in different factories. Sriram knows very well that “They (the
huge logs) are going into the making of the ships and rifles and bridges and what not. All of
which are to be used for the destruction of this world (in The Second World War).” (Narayan,
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= “WM" 107) He velilemelnlly protests such exploitation of forest resources. But, it is of no use.
. After the request of the timber contructor, he has to leave the place.

Thus, Nm:ayan presents the economic exploitation of the colonized nations like India during
the co}onml period. For the European colonial powers, the colonization became a legitimate
and viable source of gaining material prosperity. They plundered the colonies to such an
extent‘ th{it it is still reflected in colonized nation's current global standing. The European
colonization was ruthlessly oppressive not only economically and politically, but also at the
level of culture. In his novels, Narayan shows destabilizing effect of'colonization on centuries
old cultural patterns in Indian society. He reveals how the English education system, social
: and economic reforms and other means were used to reinforce and disseminate the British
p cultural values that accelerated the process of westernization in the colonized society. This
N process of westernization modified various aspects of the Indian socio-cultural systcm as
traditional family life, male-female and inter-generational relations, status of women etc.
Narayan's artistic excellence lies in his realistic depiction of the transformation in Indian
society during British rule, while registering the stress and bewilderment caused by this
change without engaging frontally with politics in his fictions.

- 7
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Myths In Select Novels of R K Naayan and Shashi Deshpende Abstract The use of
myths in ficon and non-fiction by the writers Is not o new or 1ecent phenontenon. Since
fong the wrriters incorporated myths and legends In their pieces of wrhtings 1o shag the
&sting aulluire to their chaices, Wostern writersiike 1.5, Ebat James Joyce and W. 8,
Yoats mpkynd rrythe andl mada tham meaningful Irdian writsrs cuch a Mulk. Ra)
Ananad. R. K

a
o

" difference in incorporating the myths in novels by
" the novelists. The purpose of using myths in

i, falsehood:depending upon the interpretations of

Abstract

The use of myths in fiction and non-fiction
by the writers is not a new or recent phenomenon.
‘Since long the writers incorporated myths and
legends in their pieces of writings to shape the
existing culture to their choices. Western writers
ltke T.S. Eliot, James Joyce,and W.:B. Yeats
employed myths and madé them’ meanmgful.
Indian writers such as Mulk Raj Ananad. R. K.
Narayan, Kaja Rao, Girish Karnand. Khushwant
Singh, Devdutt Pamazk Amish Tripathi and Shashi
Deshpande usedm ythsm their writings. The myths
i.can serve the truth of the culture or may serve

the texts by the readers. M. [yths can persuade or
dispirit someone to follow certain behaviors and
Situations mentioned in the novels. The present i
research article focuses on the use of myths in :
select novels of R. K. Narayan and Shashi
Deshpande. The attempt-hds been made (o
incorporate different myths and their relevance in ;
the present context. It also tries to figure out the

T SIS RTIRE T TR S P

writings may differ. The paper shows the
attachment of R K. Narayan to the cultural values 3
through his using myths. Deshpande séems neutral .
in using myths in her writings however she b
(re)defines the traditional roles of women.

Key Words

R. K. Narayan, Shashi Déshpande, Myths,
Hindu culture, Society, tradition.

Introduction
Myth is a driving force behind mdst of the
religious practices, Its vmahty and dynamlxm can, ‘

" Colle

& Scanned with OKEN Scanner



L AP OV

C b Rore R T T AT s BT @) R R A S adl B R A

T g i g, Alos W el 3 wiE # wrea @) T | S Wi

: A el 2 AT T W T 92 R AN H
DO o

CHHBIL/2018/77892

2582-17¢ ) < SHODH [ : APRILTO JUNE 2021
582-1792 (P), 2581-6918 (E) H SAMAGAM | 0o vOLUME 02, 1950104

ST 3 0 7 F-wen st 2 frn Rl TS % aietRvard Tt BRI S v S
R RSN B e R o R | FEre 3 @ e e aie, e @ s 9l
B g8 T goe Al T A a1 A o S A A 1 o v R ol A 6 7
1] T FEH BT WHRIHG e TAIG BT G T & 78 0 07 A 3 Rl A s
T 2N W TR O A Ry AR A€ ) 2 | ol T @ R wr Afde Ty A
Bl Il 3% N A AR A @ A a1 A 2 ) TG B g AR P A A A
D Rl A e, W A ¥ ar B N A W e A a wed

STRITAT T4 BN B TRE B MR W ARE B S, S, S ey R R
1| R TR AR 8 R R S T ge e @ o ¥ | S weial @ R
B W A A B AT AR R < &) A B s @ g-neel @ B

ﬁﬁr&g‘x’ﬁﬁna}aaﬁiﬁmszﬁaﬁﬁﬁmq@m$ﬂ€ﬁzogﬁmﬁ@%‘5‘ﬁ?{w,
Ww?lﬁmﬁmwﬁmﬁﬁﬁmw?nwmzﬁwmm%
T P T @ e TR B A W A T 1 SR dei T ST Wi o
T FrareT ST g T 8, R o i srfeared Afeensit @ en e wE

g won # TR qegdl § e ad g Ed v 81 wireTe wav # i A :
= T T 3 19 T 2005 DY CTERL O ST A 2005 ARG far At | $H e :
mzﬁmﬁmmmﬁmmﬁ&mwﬁﬁwsamﬁmmwm

2 o gear B A Ry, A AR Toe QU 2 R 304 B TE EAN HI FHEA T

| ofsgn Priem PR s S R B g qEy @ qReR SR @ T

f: R tR qferd RATT gRT ) €1 g 6 o 2006 | ad

Wﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁmﬁmfﬁwﬁﬁ.mﬁwmwzﬁé

oretl, aere,(1958) /B FETA - FT [ATAHD ST TR RIS TRA, I |

oraRefl, 24, AHR,(1973) 7 e wed IV A1, IAHH FHRI, feoen | S,
YR, (1993) AETEAT 3 @ 4 PEAL T T G, GERESSI ,Q/‘ﬂf/nll_egt?\\;\
> FRTE, (2003) WG el S FETAL SR FDT gfaren |

T ] S S UI124.571

a\\
¥
°?

* Lag
. 4
<
=
»
4
—
CEAM
=}
=3

,
7Z*y
=
~.
"

s ok o AR _ \*iﬂ};éy n

Lo

(070) 1+ AR RS

' Impuct Factor : 1697 y ‘ ]

le-blind, Peersreviewed, Quarter 1) Multidicipl iry ai SIIF (2021): §948 -
L “Bilingual’Research Journal * .- -

AR E R gy T
S R

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



-

SiBILI2018177892

522-1792 (P); 2581-6918 (E)

SHODH SAMAGA APRIL TO JUNE 2021
iy AGAM | yg4R.02, VOLUME-02, ISSUE-04

inthe greal proselytizifig movements, in crusades, religious battles and in the creative endeavors
.;;d,mgn to build huge lombs and places of worship with all kind of riches and precious things.
‘g!“l,the)’religi{ms-rin existence and practice have a large number of myths, which are woven
f_:,he;"r’h lb sltepglhcn existing faith. [n this regard, Encyclopedia Britannica states:

jyth is not an explahation in satisfaction of scientific interest but a narrative resurrection of
:Vjal'r.eali'lh}y;fto‘ld in sqpisfactidﬁ of deep religious wants, moral cravings, social submissions
:,;ggnqr‘xsj.cyg'n practical requirements. Myths fulfill in primitive culturés an indispensible
5_\;n it e}pte$$§:$, enhances,and codifies belief, and it safeguards and enforces morality. It
gi{:s‘\t:j)r:l’hgf@ﬁ"miency of rituals and contains practical rules for the guidance of man.
g’élp‘t_ie_dia Britannica 134) ‘ : '
n literaty stidies, the interpretation of myths is of prime i
.alenmage an allegory or a concepl in a titerary work o
theransforting order of the saciety. Legion of writers provide mythical dimension to their
,"f‘r’(fﬂli()’ﬁ‘sv.,fﬁrb\ii;h the mythical dimension, these writers reveal the binary contgx:t"between
nd the preseht aiid connegt the readers 1o thousinds ol years old traditions. Such'use ol myths
anifold mehnings o their lierary works. The présent article focuses theaise of myths in
\"iéléfof’ih}zij;r*ayan and Dcs;hpzifitlé. Il trics to show the similarities and differences in their

mportance. A myth qan“be‘exploréd as
fart. It imparts innymgrable meanings

yths. They cong'@dfajg _’t‘ha'ti;fhygh and literature

Théﬁov‘elx'sté taken for s_lggl‘y_mak"e abundant use of m 51de;
of human’ -;thoug';ﬁ'ﬁ:@_:and‘%:lyolions. Itcan

cted and are the suitable aesthietic expressions
, that their view of lurhan life is influenced by the rel]
s offer diffetent patterns of traditional motifs for induciag the'f
& myths fror varied souices. - #

dis sense of Hindu myths. For
sw meanings. Hence they

ety

clear that some of the noyels of Narayan have their structures based on,theclassical H indu
hese novels present L able victory of good over evil, the lawsiof
he Man Eater of Malgudi (hereafter Thé'Man Eater), the Bhastfiasiira myth has central
Aan he work presents the conflict between the good arid-the 2vil, the *Sura’ (God) and the
N fn n) - 4 rg:currcﬁ('rﬁotiyc in the Hindu Mytﬁ'é)lbgy. Vasu is‘a demonic creature in the
HE O$sesses enormous strength and gehius, but he recognizes no sort of restraints of society
 Through his 'zict‘iVit‘ie”s,‘t}g("rmtsf others into trotbles and for that he doesn't care. Shastri, an
Natardj’s press, explainis that;*Vasu shows all the definitions of a Rakshasha (demon)”
he-Man Eater” 94). He is well versed in the scriptures in Sanskrit and so he could foresee
1.0f Vasti. He, pattiéiiarly, refers to the mythological story of rakshasha- Bhasmasura,
d with the boon of scorching everything he touches. However, Bhasmasura destroys
{ Visfinu in the guie of a gorgeous dancer- Mohini persuades him to emulate her
ér palm on her héad. Fittingly, in Narayan’s reworking of Bhasmasura myth, Vasu
ith a blow intended to kil two troubling osquitoes that have landed on his forchead.

aniothet work The Painter of Signs (hereafter The Painter) exhibits a striking similarity
ﬁ'\lcfmygh‘f'&fﬁiﬁé”Sah’xﬁﬁnu in the Mahabharata and the love story of Raman and Daisy.
V,‘”thil-jﬁ'ylh, a beautiful damse] agrees to mafry'the king Santhanu on the condition that he
iestion any of her acuvitics, when she becomes his wifc and that she would desert him the
reaks theondition. Al the end, the condition is breached by the king and she lcaves him,
®p heridentity 16'be Ganga, the sacred river, ' '
1 The Painter, Raman like king Santhanu is 50 much infatuated with Daisy that he is prepared
ajge ataiy condition laid down by her. Daisy is a modern girl, whose past like Gianga is
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ofDﬁtmma 1t also delves into the uaoontﬁwﬁmlofAshOhtDMIICﬂm%h
; um‘:gacyoﬂﬁsmlemsubsequentlndmndynam Througs g,

mmehmﬁwnmlyﬁm&nwmhmuﬂmmwmdmgmﬂwostmpq

il India's historical continuum and its relévance to the modem world.

o i szwmmmummxmm Kalhxd Wmﬂmmmmmm

:"{-,_‘ _This research / S thehfeandlegacyofﬁmpumAsboh. asngmﬁamﬁg.“
 ancient India's history. The age of Ashoka, spanming from 268 BCE to 232 BCE, was markxj by
transformative socio—poﬁncal, cultural, and religious developments. ‘The Mauryan Empire, founded by -
 Chandragupta Maurya, was aspmwlmgandmﬂuennal realm w1th centralized m.,
‘ racy, and strategic expansion.
Ashoka's ascension tozhe throne was marked by ambxtxon, polmcal mtnguc. and nmmlmomm
mmhngaWu.awrmngpmmintbeInd:anmbconumutsmsuy was the defining moment of s
lzfc.’lbepapcrmmto'prowdeacmnpmhewveexammwonoflndmdmngdxcageoﬂshoh.ddu.
into various dimensions of his reign, including his conversion to Buddlnsm. the md
mma, and the sociopolitical landscape of the Mauryan Empire. -
m:gudyaisoexplomﬂw!cgacyofAsboh’smleandltsendmngmﬂumeonhﬁamiﬁnnn
The intricate tapesiry of an era marked by profound transformation, -ethical governance, and 1
wmmmﬂprmcxplawmmammminmemwmmmmmoddhﬁ
hmyambjoaofcudumgmgnﬁmmdfascmuon. v, g
The objective of Research: '
1 Topm&uwmehcndveandumdep&hﬂmcdexplmﬁmdthempoﬁmmﬂ.d
-fﬂwmmcapeonndmdmnzmmmf&wam with a focus on the Masyat

L m

2} vToMynmdundemmmcbyfmdemmAsboh%nﬂmmchm:ﬁswa
- throne, conversion to Buddhism, and the moral principles that guided his governance.
.,.,mmuupivommmpw.mdmmfmmmwmmammwﬂ
re's policies, including the subsequent shift towards non-violence and moral governance,
g;mtmlﬁckwyofﬁnmwAM'tnﬂe.lmMnﬂu mﬂmmwm
4 mmmdwmmmmmmdmw

T'o highlight the historical continuity and relevance of Ashoka's in the modem
0‘, sizing Mmem MW?W |
) ;?nndmuwhmhmloum vated thmlpolwwi
mmﬁmm.mw“
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 discrimination, religious and ethnic tensions, gender equality, and LGBTQ+ rights. The paper will

..rights, and to anulyze how these challenges are influenced by historical fuctors.
~ human rights in India and to assess how they have been influenced by historical events and :
' Literature Review:
7 ia. Key
- rescarchers include Nobel laureate Amartya Sen, legal scholar UpendmBaxi, B.R. Ambediar,
7 Constitution in shaping society, Sundar's research focuses on tribal vights and conflict, while Roy
~_emphasizes the role of civil soclety In udvocating for transparency and accountabitity, Cb oo’
ficity of

. ‘Posteolonial perspective examines the tension between universal ideals und cultural specificity of
. tights, while Ganguly's work on freedom of expression, communal violence, ) police brutaliy

COMPREHENSIVE HUMAN RIGHTS: (1SSUES & SOLUTIONS - NATIONAL PERSPECTIVES)

. ‘ ( Conferencs Proceedings ) BN, mn»mm
The Role of Modern History in Shaping Human Rights in India
Prof. Dr. Pramila D. Bhoyar

(Asso, Professor) H.O.D, History Late. N.P.W, College, Soundad Mo, No, - 7620059936
Email- pramilabhoyar1974@gmail.com

Abstract: B

This research paper delves into the complex interplay between modern history and the
development of human rights in India, As country with a rich historical and cultural tapestry, India’s
journey towards human rights has been significantly influcnced by modem historical events and social
changes. The paper explores how India's struggle for independence, the framing of its constitution,
and subsequent developments have shaped human rights in the nation, ultimately establishing a
framework for individual and collective liberties. It also examines contemporary challenges and the
role of modem history in addressing them. ‘
Keywords: Human Rights, Modern History, I Independence Movement, Indian Constitution,
Fundamental Rights Introduction: % 144

Indias rich history and diverse culture have significantly shaped the discourse on human

rights in the modern era, The country has witnessed the struggle for independence, the framing of a
progressive constitution, and numerous social and political transformations. This research aims to-
explore the relationship between modern historical events and the evolution of human rights in Indiz,
tracing the country's joumney from colonial subjugation ta a democratic nation marked by both
triumphs and challenges in the realm of human rights. et LI D

The research will span various historical periods, including pre-independence India, the
struggle for freedom, the framing of the Indian Constitution, and the post-independence era. It will

explore the chalienges and accomplishments of human rights in Indis, including issues of caste-based

also examine the institutional framework and intenational dimensions of human rights in India,

including its participation in intemational human rights agreements and the role of civil society. s
The research aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of how modern history has left an !

indelible mark on the human rights landscape of India and consider the prospects for the futurs,

The objective of Research: : b

1) To comprehensively examine and analyze the role of modem history in shaping human rights in

India, Y ‘ j :

2) To chronicle the historical evolution of human dghts in India by investigating the influence of

modem historical events, including the struggle for independznce, the framing of the Indian |

Constitution, and subsequent developments. , |

3) To evaluate how pivotal moments in India's modern history, such as the independence movement, - ‘

partition, and the framing of the Constitution, have shaped the discourse and practice of human nghts

in the country. :

4) To explore and understand the contemporary human rights challenges in India, including issues

related 1o caste-based discrimination, religious and ethnlc tenslons, gender equality, and LOBTQ+

5) To examine the role of civil society organizations and grussroots movements in advocating for :
developments, _
The research paper explores the impact of modern history on human rights in Indi

historian Sumit Sarkar, and social actlvist NandiniSundar, Sen emphasizes the interconnectednesy of
development and human rights, whilo Baxi highlights the twansformative role of the Indian

I )
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